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Telling the Story

Serving the Community
Nurturing Believers

Do not worry about anything, but by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. (Philippians
4:6).

Rather than giving something up for Lent let’s learn to practice thanksgiving. It sounds
naïve, if not downright silly, but the truth of the matter is the practice of thanksgiving
has the potential to change all of our attitudes. Paul indicates that our worries and requests be made known to God through prayer, but prayer is to be accompanied by
thanksgiving.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

First Baptist Church
515 N. Ladd Street
Pontiac, IL 61764

The tradition surrounding Lent is that one is expected to ‘give up’
something for the forty days leading up to Easter. The purpose of
that sacrifice it to help us remember the sacrifice Christ made on our
behalf and prepare ourselves for the joyous news of the Resurrection.

The knee-jerk response is, “But, you don’t know what I’m going through!” No, I do not
know what you are experiencing, but I do know that attitude determines how we live
through life’s experiences. At the time Paul wrote to the Philippians he was in prison,
possibly in Rome. It was from this place of imprisonment that he was able to instruct the
Philippian Christians not to worry, but by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving to
make their requests known to God.
Being thankful does not change our circumstances. It does something far more lasting
and meaningful: it changes our hearts and attitudes. Let me suggest that for the remainder of the Lenten season we all practice thanksgiving. Start small. When you awake tomorrow morning, before you get out of bed, thank God for the night’s rest. You may not
have slept well, but try being thankful for the rest you did receive. Thank God for another day of life and ask for God’s direction and protection throughout the day. You may be
thinking, “How naïve!” It isn’t naïve. It is the first step along the path of changing how
we deal with the difficulties and disappointments of life. The simple act of thanksgiving
allows us to see the presence and goodness of God in all of life’s events.
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From the Pastor (cont.)
Most of us are very practiced in complaining. Our lives and our commitment to discipleship will grow exponentially when we learn to give thanks. All I’m asking is this: try
it for the remainder of this Lenten season. When you awake, be thankful. Be thankful
that you are able to go to work and have a job to go to. When the kids are fighting and
cranky, be thankful for healthy kids. When bills pile up, be grateful for a warm home
and food on the table. When serious illness or even death touches your family be grateful for the community of faith which surrounds you with prayers and presence.
It’s been suggested that anything we do for three weeks becomes a habit, therefore my
Lenten challenge to all of us is to practice thanksgiving.
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Nursery Care
Available

All articles for inclusion in the April edition
of the church newsletter must be submitted
to the church office no later than Friday,
March 18th.

Nursery care is available
during worship services
for infants and toddlers
through age 3.

You may submit your articles by phone (842.4321), fax
(844.6943), by e-mail (Rhonda@fbcpontiac.org) or by leaving them in the black box outside the church office door.

The nursery is located
across the hall from the
sanctuary.

Reminder
When leaving the church after an event please
take a moment to ensure that all the doors are
locked and the lights are turned out.

Dear Abba,
Of all the things I do today I want the one constant to be that I stay close to You and Your
Word; not because I have to, but because I want
to. Help me this day, Lord, to pray without ceasing. Not with head bowed and eyes closed, but
with all my senses alert to Your abiding presence
in which I live and move and have my being. I
want to love you more, Jesus, because
You first loved me.
Dear Abba, Brennan Manning

Daylight Saving Time

Schedule Notes
In honor of the Easter
holiday, there will be no
evening activities on
Sunday, March 27th and
the church office will be
closed on Monday,
March 28th.

We wish our entire church
family a joyous and
healthy Easter weekend!

Daylight saving time begins at 2:00
am on Sunday, March 13th so don’t
forget to set your clocks ahead by
one hour before going to bed on
Saturday night!

Prayer Chain Number:
815.419.4454

Children’s Church
March 6:
Bob and Shirley Carroll
March 13:
Bob and Shirley Carroll
March 20:
Rick Golliday & Julie
Amdor
March 27:
Rick Golliday & Julie
Amdor
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Thank You!
To all of the church family,
Thanks so very much for the prayers, cards, and visits while I was in the
hospital. It is great to know that my church family was looking out for me
while I was down. God bless you all!
Dale
I want to thank my church family for all the prayers, cards, flowers, meals, and well wishes
since my shoulder surgery. We couldn’t have done it without you. I want to thank my husband
for his good care. He has been my all in all for sixty-four years but in a new way now. God has
been good even though I complained about having the black box attached to me for eight weeks.
God bless you and thanks,
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Attention Ladies!
Do you like to get together with other
women and have a great time? Love to
laugh and play games? Then maybe
you’d like use your time and talents to
help plan and host an upcoming Ladies
Night Out for the women of the church.
If you’re interested in serving as a hostess, please contact Jan Jolynn Staley
for more information!

Pictures Needed!

Phyllis Bowman

VBS 2016 Is Coming!!
It’s hard to believe but Vacation Bible School is just
around the corner! You might need hiking boots this year
as we journey into Cave Quest: Following Jesus, The
Light of the World! Cave Quest will have kids spelunking through dark caves, learning that Jesus is the One
who lights our way and gives each one of us hope for
every new day. Cave Quest will encourage us all to follow Jesus wherever He leads!
Cave Quest is a small group oriented program that
should be lots of fun for both kids and adults who participate. We need and would love to have your help!! We are trying a four day format this year:
Wednesday, June 15 through Friday, June 17 in the evening with a slightly extended
morning time on Saturday, June 18th.
Please prayerfully consider this wonderful opportunity to reach Pontiac area children with the
love of Jesus and come join us! To lend your time and talents to this year’s VBS program,
please either text or phone Kelly Ingram (815.510.8530) or Jan Jolynn Staley (815.210.3721).

We want to keep our website and Facebook pages current and we need
your help! With smart phones and digital cameras every one of us is
photojournalist ready to document our family life here at FBC! If you
attend a church event snap some pictures and send them to us via e-mail
at: rhonda@fbcpontiac.org and we’ll choose some to share on our website and via our social networking pages. Let’s work together to share
the awesome things that are happening here at FBC Pontiac!

Holy Week Activities
Maundy Thursday
There will be a soup and sandwich supper held at 6:00 pm on Thursday,
March 24th with a special Maundy Thursday service to follow at 7:00 pm.

Easter Sunrise Service
A special Easter Sunrise service presented by the youth of our church will be
held at 7:00 am on Sunday, March 27th with a family breakfast to follow.
We will also gather for our 9:00 am worship on Easter morning.

We invite you to come and join us during these very
special worship services

2 Jim and Rhonda Hodges
3 Jayme Soule
3 Patricia Shoop
6 Matt Highland
6 Robert Brackney
6 Donna Brackney
7 Rhonda Hodges
10 DeWayne &
Trudy King-Beller
11 Bethany Miller
16 Todd Miller
17 Barry Schell
17 Aaron Waschle
17 Julia Bonnivier
19 Erik and Chayla Mitchey
22 Sheila Ferguson
23 James and Janice Letsos
24 Amanda Krueger
29 Farrell Porter
31 Barry and Sue Schell

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

6

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
5:00 pm Koinonia Koffee
5:00 pm ABK
5:00 pm ABY

7

1:00 pm Single Women of Faith

14

13

8

15

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
5:00 pm Koinonia Koffee
5:00 pm ABK
5:00 pm ABY

20

Palm Sunday

21

1:00 pm Single Women of Faith

27

28

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

2

9:00 am Ruth Circle
9:00 am ROMEO Club
1:00 pm Esther Circle

Thursday
3

9

10

9:00 am ROMEO Club
7:00 pm Adult Choir

6:00 pm Diaconate Council
7:15 pm Board of Ministries

16

17

St. Patrick’s Day

Friday

Easter Monday
Church Office Closed

22

23

5

11

12

7:30 am PK Fellowship at FBC
8:00 am PK Study at FBC

7:30 am PK Fellowship at FBC
8:00 am PK Study at FBC

18

Newsletter Deadline

30
9:00 am ROMEO Club

19
7:30 am PK Fellowship at FBC
8:00 am PK Study at FBC

24

9:00 am ROMEO Club
7:00 pm Adult Choir

29

Saturday

4

9:00 am ROMEO Club

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
5:00 pm Koinonia Koffee
5:00 pm ABK
5:00 pm ABY

Easter

Wednesday

Maundy Thursday

25

Good Friday

26
7:30 am PK Fellowship at FBC
8:00 am PK Study at FBC

31

