Growing the Family of God

When confronted with the perplexing message of the angel that she would
bear a son, who will be the Messiah Mary’s response is awesome in its
simplicity and daring its expression of faith. “Here am I,” she said, “the
servant of the Lord.” (Luke 1:38)
Wow! This is an incredible expression of faith and trust. Mary is a very
young woman who is engaged to be married. Engaged was a legal promise
that served as a precursor to marriage. In Roman law, the minimum age of
marriage for girls was 10, and Jewish practices were similar. Marriage generally took place before a girl reached 12 and a half. As a virgin, Mary would have been a young
girl of marriageable age (i.e., about 12 or 13) who had not engaged in marital relations. *
This makes Mary’s response even more remarkable. She trusts in the message of the angel and
accepts the promise of God that she will be the mother of the Lord. There is a special word in
Mary’s response that should challenge all of us, not only when we consider Advent/Christmas,
but for all of our lives. How bold are we in declaring, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord?”

To be the servant of the Lord means to take incredible risks. Engagement was legally binding.
Mary could have been accused of adultery, the penalty for which was death. Mary took the risk.
Servants of the Lord take risks.
Isaiah overhead the voice of God inquiring, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” The
prophet’s response, echoed by a bewildered young woman is “Here am I; send me!” Isaiah 6:8
The challenge for those of us who bear the name of Christ is to answer like Mary, “Here I am,
the servant of the Lord.” The call of God may be perplexing, confusing, and even frightening,
but it is the call of God and only one response is adequate.
During the season of Advent/Christmas we sign traditional songs and listen to familiar texts. We
might want to take a moment to consider that Advent/Christmas is also a time to reflect on the
gift of God and our response to God’s love.
I pray that the blessing of the Word made flesh will rest upon each of you.
My love to each of you,
*The New Interpreter’s Study Bible

Jim
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2022 Church Directory
We’re in the process of gathering information for inclusion in the 2022 edition of
our church directory and we need your help to ensure our directory is as complete and accurate as possible!
We STRONGLY ENCOURAGE EVERYONE to complete and submit an updated contact form for inclusion in the newest edition of our directory. This is especially important if your contact information has changed or if you were not listed
in the most recent edition of our directory.
If you’d like to be listed in this year’s version, simply click the 2022 directory tab on our website
(fbcpontiac.org) and complete and submit the form! That’s it, you’re done! If you prefer to submit your information via a more traditional means, you can grab a form either in the Narthex or
in one of the Sunday Morning Connections rooms, complete it and drop it by the church office
by December 31st.
Remember that while we will do our best to ensure the 2022 edition of our directory is as complete and accurate as possible, it’s your responsibility to submit your information in a timely
manner.

Live Nativity
Celebrate the Reason for the Season by sharing in a Living Nativity display on
Sunday, December 19th from 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm. Tune your radios to 89.9 FM
and take a slow drive around the circle as you see and listen to the story of The
Nativity unfold before you.

Office Notes
In honor of the upcoming Christmas and
New Year holidays, our church office
will be closed from Thursday, December
23rd - Monday, January 3rd.
We wish our entire church family a happy
and healthy holiday season!

Small Group Opportunity
On Sunday December 26 you will be invited
to sign-up for small group ministry which will
begin in mid-January. Please indicate your
availability in terms of your preference of time
and day. You will be contacted by phone or
email as soon as plans are developed.
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Board of Ministries
The Board of Ministries met on Thursday, November 11th at 7:00 pm.
Financial Report: The 2021 Wor ld Mission Offer ing r eceived $3,065.
Youth Ministries: Aver age attendance at our Sr . High open gym nights is 2 students. Average attendance for Jr. ABY on Wednesday nights has been 6 - 7 students.
Fellowship: Aver age Sunday School attendance has dr opped to 28. In October the
food pantry served 35 families, representing 98 individuals.
Our annual Drive and Treat event was a success and we distributed 217 bags of candy to
those who came through.
Moderator: Eppel will be unable to complete the par king lot constr uction this year
as the weather has turned too cold. The living Nativity is scheduled for December 19th.
Associate Pastor: High school student activities will be taking a hiatus thr ough the
month of December, with the exception of a Christmas party. Planning a lock-in for
sometime in January.
Senior Pastor: Beginning in J anuar y, 2022, the Boar d of Ministr ies will begin
meeting on the third Wednesday of the month.
Jubilee Christmas is scheduled for December 11th and will be hosted by the Presbyterian Church.

Important Reminder
If you feel ill, have any symptoms of Covid-19, or have been exposed to the virus, please
worship with us via YouTube and rejoin us in person when you are recovered or have
completed appropriate quarantine. Let’s keep everyone safe and healthy!

Birthdays &
Anniversaries

2 Stevie Carroll
2 John Pohanka
2 Hope McKenna
4 Lindsey Flessner
4 Lindsey Lind
5 Roger Christianson
5 Erik Mitchey
7 Mikayla Stewart
7 Ron Ingram
7 Carol Toon
8 Debbie Carroll
9 Dale and Teri Newsome
9 Shai Nyi
10 Brittney Lundeen
12 Betty Riffey
14 Ryan Ingram
16 Jamie Beck
18 Judy Pohanka
19 Eric Hoover
25 Aaron Newsome
29 Chuck and Ruth Ann Peck
30 Vicki McBeath
30 Shirley Alltop
31 Jillian Christianson
31 Rick and Deb Golliday

Sunday

5

2nd Sun. in Advent

Monday

Tuesday

6

7

13

14

9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship

12 3rd Sun. in Advent
9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship

19 4th Sun. in Advent
9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship
5:30 - 7:00 pm Living Nativity

26

9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship

12:00 pm Ladies Day Out

6:00 pm Healing Hearts

20

21

27

28

Wednesday
1

Thursday

9:00 am ROMEO Club
10:30 am Prayer Meeting
6:00 pm Jr. ABY
6:00 pm ABK
7:00 pm Prayer Meeting

15

3

4

9

10

11

7:00 pm Board of Ministries

6:30 pm - 9:00 pm HS Open
Gym

16

17

23

24

30

31

9:00 am ROMEO Club
10:30 am Prayer Meeting
6:00 pm Jr. ABY
6:00 pm ABK
7:00 pm Prayer Meeting

22
9:00 am ROMEO Club
10:30 am Prayer Meeting
6:00 pm Jr. ABY
7:00 pm Prayer Meeting

29
9:00 am ROMEO Club
10:30 am Prayer Meeting
6:00 pm Jr. ABY
7:00 pm Prayer Meeting

Saturday

2

9:00 am ROMEO Club
10:00 am Ruth Circle
10:30 am Prayer Meeting
1:00 pm Esther Circle
6:00 pm Jr. ABY
6:00 pm ABK
7:00 pm Prayer Meeting

8

Friday
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm HS Open
Gym

Newsletter Deadline

6:30 pm - 9:00 pm HS Open
Gym

Christmas Eve

7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service

New Year’s Eve

18

25

Christmas Day
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Ladies Day Out
Ladies, let's "Choose Joy" and celebrate Christmas together! The Ladies Holiday Afternoon Out is scheduled for Monday, December 13, 2021, at noon, in our
own church gymnasium. We are planning to serve cream of potato soup, sub
sandwiches, desserts, and fun. We'll order the sandwiches plain with the fixin's
on the side. Please RSVP to Jan Jolynn Staley by phone call or text
[815.210.3721] no later than Thursday, December 9. When replying, be sure
to note sandwich preference: ham, turkey, chicken, beef, or veggie. As a thank
you, each guest will receive a token gift. We hope to see you there!

Love Gift

Winter Weather

As is our custom this time of year, we are
collecting donations for a Christmas love gift to be
presented to our pastors.

A reminder as we make
our way into a season of
unpredictable winter
weather, if Pontiac schools
are closed or close early
due to inclement weather, all church
activities scheduled for that day will
also be cancelled.

If you would like to take this opportunity to express
your gratitude for all that our pastors do for us
through the year, please leave your donation with
Virginia Asper. Gifts will be presented during
worship on Sunday, December 18th, so please be
sure to share your gifts prior to that date.

Christmas Eve is always a meaningful time of praise
and worship as we come together in the beauty of
candles, music and the spoken word to hear again the
wonderful message of “Peace on earth…”
Please plan to be in attendance on
Christmas Eve at seven 0’clock
p.m. to celebrate the lifetransforming message that the
“Word became flesh.”

To the best of our ability, church cancellation notices will be broadcast on
WEEK, WCIA, and posted to our Facebook page.

We encourage everyone to use their
best judgment and be safe during
hazardous weather!
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Newsletter Deadline
All articles for inclusion the January edition of
our church newsletter must be submitted to the
church office no later than Friday, December
17th. You may submit your articles by phone
(842.4321), fax (844.6943), by e-mail
(Rhonda@fbcpontiac.org) or by leaving them in
the black box outside the church office door.

Christmas Shopping Stress?
Donations to the church and her specific ministries can make wonderful gifts for those hard to
shop for people on your gift lists! Have a hard to
buy for friend with a heart for children? Make a
donation on their behalf to the ABK or ABY programs. A relative with too many gadgets and a
heart for helping the needy? A donation in their name to the Food
Pantry or Jubilee Christmas might be the perfect gift. Christmas
is coming faster than you think and this is a perfect way to mark
those names off your Christmas list! You can even make your
donation by going to our website and utilizing our on-line giving
option.
When you make a gift donation to the church in a loved one’s
name the church will acknowledge your gift by sending a lovely
thank you note letting your loved one know of the gift you made
on their behalf.
If you would like to honor a friend or family member by making
a gift to the church, please be sure to include the person’s name
and address as well as the specific ministry to which you’d like
your gift applied.
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Prayer Chain
Number
815.419.4454
If you wish to receive
prayer chain calls, please
contact the church office
at 815.842.4321 and request that your name and
number be added to the
list.

Congregational
Meeting
The annual
congregational
business meeting
is scheduled for
Sunday,
December 12th.

First Baptist Church
515 N. Ladd Street
Pontiac, IL 61764

