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Growing the Family of God 

So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of 

unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the 

Father’s one and only Son (John 1:14 NLT). 
 

It seems true that the older one becomes the more rapid the passage of time. I 

freely admit that it seems like it should be Labor Day rather than Advent, but 

alas the Christmas season is upon us.  
 

Advent is a season observed in many Christian churches as a time of expectant waiting and 

preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas as well as the return of Jesus 

at the second coming. In fact, the Gospel reading for the first Sunday in Advent in each year of 

the three year lectionary cycle always refers, not to Jesus’ birth, but to the second coming.  
 

Latin adventus is the translation of the Greek word parousia, commonly used to refer to the Sec-

ond Coming of Christ. For Christians, the season of Advent anticipates the coming of Christ 

from three different perspectives: in the flesh in Bethlehem, in our hearts daily, and in glory at 

the end of time. The season offers the opportunity to share in the ancient longing for the coming 

of the Messiah, and to be alert for his Second Coming. 
 

The Gospel of John speaks to the preexistent nature of the Word with the Father. But not only 

does John speak of complex theological matters, the evangelist also makes the transcendent 

practical when he declares, the Word became flesh. The New Living Translation cited above 

provides a contemporary understanding of the writer’s ancient words when it boldly declares: 

the Word became human and made his home among us. 
 

That the Word became a human being and made his home among us has profound implications 

for how we live our lives. If we believe that the Word (Jesus) demonstrated unfailing love and 

faithfulness that profession requires we also live lives of unfailing love and faithfulness. To God 

and to our neighbors. This means that we love kindness, act justly and walk humbly in the pres-

ence of God (see Micah 6:8).  
 

Advent reminds us that we are called into the fellowship of Father, Son, and Holy Spirt. That 

fellowship is to be lived out in the context of both the church and the world. There is no bifurca-

tion between the two realms. We cannot live as God’s children for one hour on Sunday and chil-

dren of the world the rest of the week. Advent reminds us that in Jesus God became present and 

accessible in a way never experienced before. Before Jesus God was understood as distant and 

remote from humankind. Because the Word became flesh we now understand the heart and na-

ture of God. 
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From the Pastor… (cont) 
I am not ready for Christmas in more than one way. Yes, there are decorations to be hung and 

presents to be purchased, but there is also a heart to be transformed. There are attitudes to be 

changed; prejudices to be abandoned; hatred to be replaced by love; grudges with forgiveness; 

complaining with thanksgiving. . .and the list goes on.  
 

The season of Advent serves as a reminder that Jesus came in the flesh and that he will one day 

return. In the interim my life is to model his example of unfailing love and faithfulness. 

 

Jim 

 

Congratulations to  
 

Christian Waggoner  
 

On achieving the rank of Eagle Scout!  

 

It’s holiday time ladies, so let’s celebrate together! 
 

Ladies Afternoon Out 

Monday, December 10th 

12:00 - 2:30 pm.  
 

Join us for an afternoon of games, fellowship and 

LUNCH! We’ll be having homemade chicken 

soup, tomato soup, sandwiches and desserts. 

Please RSVP no later than Friday, December 7th 

to either Janice or Jan Jolynn Staley so that we’ll 

have an accurate head count. You can also call or 

text Jan Jolynn at 815.210.3721 to RSVP or with 

questions or suggestions.  

2019 Directory 
 

It’s time once again to update the 
church directory for the new year. 
If your address or phone number 
has changed since it was listed in 

the 2018 edition of our church  
directory, you’ll need to fill out an 

updated information form and  
return it to the church office no 

later than December 31st.  
 

Information cards are available at 
the informational center in the 

narthex.  
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On-Line Giving 
 

Remember, we’ve made it 

easier than ever to make a 

donation on the go!  

 

To make an on-line dona-

tion, simply visit our web-

site www.fbcpontiac.org 

and follow the donation link 

near the top of the page. 

Our on-line giving is pow-

ered through PayPal and 

allows you to use an exist-

ing PayPal account or any 

debit or credit card you’d 

like. You’ll have the  

opportunity to leave specif-

ic notes about your dona-

tion and you’ll receive a  

donation receipt in your e-

mail!  

Winter Weather Reminder 
A reminder as we make our way into a season of 

unpredictable winter weather, if Pontiac schools 

are closed or close early due to inclement weath-

er, all church activities scheduled for that day will 

also be cancelled.  
 

To the best of our ability, church cancellation no-

tices will be broadcast on  television stations 

WEEK and WCIA, and posted on our Facebook page.  
 

We encourage everyone to use their best judgment and be  
safe during hazardous weather!   

Newsletter Deadline 
 

All articles for inclusion the January edition of 

our church newsletter must be submitted to the 

church office no later than Friday, December 

14th. You may submit your articles by phone 

(842.4321), fax (844.6943), by e-mail 

(Rhonda@fbcpontiac.org) or by leaving them in 

the black box outside the church office door.  

Miracle Sunday 
 

We gathered together on Sunday, December 2nd in 

a prayerful effort to retire our current indebtedness 

and to provide resources for new and existing mis-

sions and ministries.  
 

As a church family, we responded with a total of $82,160 that 

celebrates God’s vision for our future here at FBC!  
 

If you were unable to join us for Miracle Sunday, it’s not too 

late to add your support! Simply mark your check “Miracle Sun-

day” and drop it in the offering on Sunday or you may visit our 

website and make your donation on-line (remember to list Mira-

cle Sunday in the notes section).  

If you wish to receive  

prayer chain calls, please 

contact the church office 

at 815.842.4321 and re-

quest that your name and 

number be added to the 

list.  

Prayer Chain 

Number 

815.419.4454 
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The Esther and Ruth Circles would like to thank our church family for the 

great response donating items for the Peoria Friendship House. Because of 

your help, we will be able to support more ministries in our church and in 

the area. Our next project is bagging up items for the  homeless.  
 

Brenda Dodd, Chairman 

Ruth Circle 

 

I would like to thank my church family for all the cards they have sent me and all the prayers 

that have gone up for me in the last 3 months. I sure appreciate it.  
 

Thank you,  

Ron McBeath 

Thank You 

Office Notes 
 

In honor of the upcoming Christmas 

holiday, our church office will be 

closed on Monday, December 24th 

and Tuesday, December 25th. We will 

also be closed on Monday, December 

31st and Tuesday, January 1st.  
 

We wish our entire church family a 

happy and healthy holiday weekend!  

You’re Invited… 
 

The Wolfe family invites you to join them for their 

annual holiday open house on 
 

Saturday, December 29th 

2:00 - 4:00 pm 

 

817 Cimmeron Dr.  

Pontiac, Illinois  

Love Gift 
 

As is our custom this time of year, we are col-

lecting donations for a love gift to be presented 

to our pastors.  
 

If you would like to take this opportunity to 

express your gratitude for all that our pastors 

do for us through the year, please leave your 

donation with Shai Nyi as soon as possible but 

no later than December 22nd. The gifts will be 

presented during worship on Sunday,  

December 23rd.  

Christmas Eve is always a beautiful 

and meaningful service. In the beauty 

of candles, music and the spoken 

word we hear again the wonderful 

message of “Peace on earth…”  
 

Please plan to be in attendance on Christmas 

Eve at seven 0’clock p.m. to celebrate the  

life-transforming message that the “Word 

 became flesh.”  
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You Are the Branches 
Name: Clyde Francis 
 

What was your first job? My fir st job was helping out on the family farm. No 

paycheck there! After I graduated from college, I was hired to teach a fifth grade 

class. The first day I had thirty little ten year olds look at me and probably wonder-

ing if I was mean. It was a good job and I made a great career choice. That was my 

first paycheck ever!  
 

Favorite candy? I think I have a strong will power , but it’s not strong enough 

to keep me from an occasional Snickers bar.  
 

Pet Peeve? Drivers who cut corners when turning and near ly remove the front end of my car ! But, 

tailgaters take the cake. I drive the speed limit but there’s always someone in a big hurry and riding my 

rear bumper, trying to get me to hurry. Which makes me want to slow down just a pinch.  
 

Favorite Holiday? Chr istmas. This holiday was especially great at our  house as it was also our  

mother’s birthday. She did all the delicious cooking but we all helped and made her special not only on 

this day but everyday.  
 

If you could live anywhere in the world, where would it be? I think I’d move closer  to the equator . 

A nice little community on an island with a balmy climate. No cold weather!  
 

Who taught you to drive? What kind of car? I was probably in the 8th grade r iding with my dad as 

he was checking on the fields. We were in a new pick-up. He asked me to take the wheel as he had to get 

out often. I’m sure I stripped the gears and killed the engine often but we made the trip probably traveling 

one mile per hour in low gear. “Good job” he told me. Mom was a different story. Coming home one day 

I asked if I could drive the last mile home. I must have made a few errors because I sure heard about 

them! When we got home I told her that if I asked her to drive again, to please say NO! 
 

Best memory of a grandparent? I had the pr ivilege of knowing one grandparent—my maternal 

grandmother. Her home always smelled of fresh baking with a cookie jar always full.  
 

What job do you “hate” to do?  I don’t enjoy cleaning the house. It takes hours, it’s bor ing and I’d 

rather do something else. But I do feel a certain pride when the job is done and the place is clean and neat.  
 

Favorite Christmas gift ever? This favor ite gift includes my twin. Yes, there is another  me, but re-

lax - we’re not a matched set. We are the youngest of a large family. When we were very young, our older 

brothers decided to pool their resources to buy us some miniature farm equipment. We got about every-

thing—I think I even remember a manure spreader. During the winter and farmed on the living room 

floor. But, when the seasons changed and the big guys were outside doing the real farming, we moved our 

farmstead to the back yard.  
 

A Church Memory? Christmas program at the First Presbyterian Church. I’m very young and have been 

given a line or two to recite at the program. Mom coached me. I knew my lines well. But when I stood in 

front of all these people my mind went blank. Mrs. Kennedy, my Sunday School teacher, said my lines 

and I simply repeated them after her. Brothers sitting in the congregation, head down, doing a very poor 

job of trying not to laugh!  



Sunday Monday Tuesday 

   

2  

9:00 am SMC 
10:00 am Worship 

3 
  

4 

 

9 
9:00 am SMC 
10:00 am Worship 
Congregational Meeting 

 

10 
12:00 –2:30 pm  Ladies After-
noon Out 
 

11 
  

16 

9:00 am SMC 
10:00 am Worship 
 

 
 
 

17 

 
 

 
 

18 
 

23  
9:00 am SMC 
10:00 am Worship 
 

30 
9:00 am SMC 
10:00 am Worship 

24 Christmas Eve 
7:00 pm Christmas Eve Svc.  
Church Office Closed 
 

31 New Year’s Eve 
Church Office Closed  

25 Christmas Day 

Church Office Closed 

2 Stevie Carroll 

2 John Pohanka 

2 Hope McKenna 

4 Lindsey Flessner 

4 Lindsey Lind 

5 Roger Christianson 

5 Erik Mitchey 

7 Mikayla Stewart 

7 Ron Ingram 

7 Carol Toon 

8 Debbie Carroll 

9 Dale and Teri Newsome 

9 Shai Nyi 

10 Brittney Lundeen 

11 Jo Zimmerman 

12 Betty Riffey 

14 Ryan Ingram 

16 Jamie Beck 

18 Judy Pohanka 

19 Eric Hoover 

25 Aaron Newsome 

29 Chuck and Ruth Ann Peck 

30 Vicki McBeath 

30 Shirley Alltop 

31 Jillian Christianson 

31 Rick and Deb Golliday 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
7:30 am PK Fellowship at FBC 
8:00 am PK Study at FBC  
 

5 

9:00 am ROMEO Club 
9:00 am Ruth Circle 
1:00 pm Esther Circle 
5:30 pm ABY 
6:00 pm ABK 
 

6 
6:30 pm Principles Sm. Group 

7 
 

8 

7:30 am PK Fellowship at FBC 
8:00 am PK Study at FBC  
Jubilee Christmas  
 

12 

9:00 am ROMEO Club 
5:30 pm ABY 
6:00 pm ABK 
 
 
 

13 
6:30 pm Principles Sm. Group 

14 Newsletter Deadline  

 
 

15 
7:30 am PK Fellowship at FBC 
8:00 am PK Study at FBC  
 

19  

9:00 am ROMEO Club 
10:30 am Grief Support Group 
5:30 pm ABY 
6:00 pm ABK 
 

20  

6:30 pm Principles Sm. Group 

21  
 

22 
7:30 am PK Fellowship at FBC 
8:00 am PK Study at FBC  
 

Christmas Day 

Church Office Closed 
26  
9:00 am ROMEO Club 
5:30 pm ABY 
6:00 pm ABK 
 

27 
6:30 pm Principles Sm. Group 

28 29 
7:30 am PK Fellowship at FBC 
8:00 am PK Study at FBC  


