Growing the Family of God

The writer of Ecclesiastes reminds us that For everything there is a season,
and a time for every matter under heaven (Ecclesiastes 3:1). Our season
together began March 1, 1990, when we moved to Pontiac and began ministry with you. It has been a season of great joy and sometimes deep sorrow. We have been blessed to experience profound and lasting friendships.
At the time we came to Pontiac we came from a difficult church situation.
This community of faith was itself recovering from a painful separation.
God brought us together to begin a season of healing and growth for both church and pastor.
After over thirty years of life, love, and worship together, we find ourselves facing yet another
new season in our lives. In order to allow your next pastor to fully integrate him or herself into
pastoral leadership, it will be necessary for us to absent ourselves from worship for the foreseeable future. I know that this is difficult for some to understand, but it is important to allow the
next pastor to organize ministry without the retired pastor looking over his or her shoulder. We
plan to maintain our membership here and we will join you in worship when it is appropriate.
One of the verses of scripture that has carried us through the years is Jeremiah 29:11. For surely,
I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to
give you a future with hope.
I want to challenge you to believe and live into that promise. Yes, this is a season of transition.
Change is always challenging, but God is constant. Please do not be afraid or distracted as you
move into the future that God has planned for you.
On Saturday April 2, from 7 am – 6 pm the church will be open for you to come in and pray.
This is a tremendous opportunity for you to claim the promise of Jeremiah for your church.
Kneeling in the sanctuary offers each one of us the occasion to pray in the name of Jesus for the
future of this community of faith. It is always possible to prayer wherever you are. However, the
sanctuary has been dedicated as sacred space and as such it is holy ground. It is also the place
where much of your future ministry will take place. It’s not too much to ask that we each take a
few minutes on Saturday, April 2, to pray for God’s vision and purpose to guide our church
into the future God has prepared.
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From the Pastor (cont.)
I leave you with my favorite blessing: The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his
face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you,
and give you peace.

Maundy Thursday
We will be holding a
very special Maundy
Thursday service on
Thursday, April 14th at
7:00 pm. Please mark
your calendars and
make plans to join us as we make our way
through Holy Week into Easter.

Schedule Notes
In honor of the Easter holiday,
there will be no evening activities
on Sunday, April 17th and the
church office will be closed on
Monday, April 18th.
We wish our entire church family a happy
and healthy holiday weekend!

Knights of the North Castle
VBS - Save the Date!
July 25 - 29th
Mark your calendars and make plans for your children to join us for
this year’s VBS program, Knights of the North Castle! Children in
grades K-5 will be welcomed to the North Castle, where they will embark on brave quests as knights in search of the King’s Armor. Each
day they will explore Bible stories and learn what it means to wear the
armor of God! Watch upcoming bulletins and newsletters for more information and opportunities to help!
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Board of Ministries
The Board of Ministries met on Thursday, March 15th at 7:00 pm.
Stewardship: Received the Amer ica For Chr ist Offer ing thr ough the month of Mar ch.
Children’s Ministries: ABK has an aver age attendance of 12 kids each week.

Sunday Connections: We’ve had an aver age attendance of 27 each week with an aver age
offering of $28.
We served 24 families representing 52 people in February.
Planning a prayer vigil at the church from 7:00 am - 6:00 pm on April 2nd.
Moderator: Eppel is planning to begin wor k on the par king lot in mid-May.
Work continues to secure appropriate housing for an interim pastor. Inquiries have been made
about potentially renting the Presbyterian parsonage.
Nominations for search committee members were made and approved. The search committee
members are: Missy Hoover, Amy Levin, Rhonda Hodges, Jim Perkins, and Farrell Porter.
Harlin Dean and Connie Grider will serve as alternates.
Associate Pastor Jay Hurd: A senior high lock-in will be planned for sometime in May. Attendance in youth group has ranged from two to six youth.
Senior Pastor: 53 people attended the ser vices on Ash Wednesday.

A service will be held on Maundy Thursday.
Three people will be baptized on Easter Sunday.

April
1 Bob Matteson
1 Brianna Meister
2 Jenna Battleson
4 Tom Battice
5 James Juanita
6 Wayne and Debbie Verdun
7 Don and Eva Schiff
8 Tyler Hoover
9 Lucy Jackson
9 Dean Sidfrids
10 Eisley Levin
11 Charles Cisney
11 Bill Bowman
12 Sarah Walters
13 Carter Wykes
15 Gabriella Krueger
15 Evelyn Vietti
16 Virginia Asper
16 Dan and Karen Meister
19 Cheryl Stith
21 Jim Wolfe
25 Marshall Hoover
25 Jordan Staley
26 Dean and Becky Easton
26 Donna Hammond
27 Ron McBeath
27 JoAnn Miller
28 Christina Beck
28 Karen Meister
29 Devin Battice
29 Michael Cole
29 Jill Cole

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

4

6:00 pm Adult Choir

5

9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship
6:00 pm Verse Mapping

10 Palm Sunday

11

12

3

9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship

6:00 pm Adult Choir

17 Easter Sunday

18 Easter Monday

9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship

Church Office Closed

24

25

9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship

6:00 pm Healing Hearts

19
6:00 pm Diaconate Council
7:00 pm Board of Ministries

26

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

10:00 am Women of Easter

6

9:00 am ROMEO Club
9:00 am Ruth Circle
10:30 am Prayer Meeting
1:00 pm Esther Circle
6:00 pm ABK
6:00 pm ABY
6:00 pm Hebrews Study
7:00 pm Prayer Meeting

7

8

9

10:00 am Women of Easter

13

14 Maundy Thursday

9:00 am ROMEO Club
10:30 am Prayer Meeting
7:00 pm Prayer Meeting

7:00 pm Maundy Thursday
Service

15 Good Friday

16

20 Newsletter Deadline

21

22

23

28

29

30

9:00 am ROMEO Club
10:30 am Prayer Meeting
6:00 pm ABK
6:00 pm ABY
6:00 pm Hebrews Study
7:00 pm Prayer Meeting

27
9:00 am ROMEO Club
10:30 am Prayer Meeting
6:00 pm ABY
6:00 pm Hebrews Study
7:00 pm Prayer Meeting
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Thank You
Dear Church Family,
Mike and I are so incredibly blessed to be part of such an amazing church family! You have
been with us through this very difficult journey and we couldn’t have done it without you.
Thank you, Pastor, for praying me off the ledge so many times and for all your visits with Mike.
To my breakfast support team, who were so faithful to come all those Thursday mornings, your
steadfastness overwhelms me. To all of you that visited us at Evenglow, you uplifted us with
your presence. To all of you that send cards, it was like getting a hug in the mail. To our prayer
warriors who came and prayed over us at Evenglow and those of you at home praying, your
prayers sustain us. To your helpers that came and got Mike into the house, put together his lift
chair, built the ramp, and kept my driveway plowed, we are so very thankful. To all you wonderful cooks that provided those delicious meals (and to our delivery person) we’ve never eaten
so well! (The gift cards were also very much appreciated). And to all of you who were just there
to listen to me or give me a hug on Sunday mornings, you are a blessing. There have been so
many acts of kindness these past months, I’m sure I’ve left some out, but please know how very
grateful we are to all of you.
With our love and prayers,
Mike and Carol

You’re Invited to a
Retirement Open House in honor of

Pastor Jim
Sunday, April 24, 2022
1:00 - 3:00 PM • In the church gym
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Newsletter Deadline
All articles for inclusion the May edition of our
church newsletter must be submitted to the
church office no later than Wednesday, April
20th. You may submit your articles by phone
(842.4321), fax (844.6943), by e-mail
(Rhonda@fbcpontiac.org) or by leaving them in
the black box outside the church office door.
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Visit Us on
the Web!
fbcpontiac.org

On-Line Giving
With on-line giving, it’s easier than
ever to tithe or make donations to special fundraising campaigns.
To make an on-line donation, simply
visit our website www.fbcpontiac.org
and follow the donation link near the top of the page. Our online giving is powered through PayPal and allows you to use an
existing PayPal account or any debit or credit card you’d like.
You’ll have the opportunity to leave specific notes about your
donation and you’ll receive a donation receipt in your e-mail!

Prayer Chain Reminder
ALL r equests for the pr ayer chain must be made to the

following number: 815.419.4454

If you wish to receive prayer chain
calls, please contact the church
office at 815.842.4321 and request
that your name and number be
added to the list.

Remember, if you feel ill,
have any symptoms of
Covid-19, or have been
exposed to the virus,
please worship with us via
YouTube and rejoin us in
person when you are recovered or have
completed appropriate
quarantine. Let’s keep
everyone safe and healthy!

First Baptist Church
515 N. Ladd Street
Pontiac, IL 61764

